
The Corporation of the City of Brampton
 

Susan Fennell BRAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor DATE- MAY 1 2 2010 

Date: Wednesday May 5th, 2010 

Subject: Urban Forest/Claireville Conservation Area Management Plan 

OVERVIEW: 

This report outlines the progress on the Mayor's initiative to further 
Brampton's partnership with the TRCA to update the Claireville 
Conservation Area Management Plan. 
As part of the strategic visioning for Claireville, Mayor Fennell delegated 
the TRCA Board on April 30th to formally identify Claireville as an "Urban 
Forest." 

The TRCA Board of Directors voted unanimously in favour of the Mayor's 
motion which defines the strategic vision for Claireville and enables the 
City to move forward with the TRCA to implement ongoing plans for the 
protection of this precious part of our natural heritage. 

Recommendation: 

1. That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, Urban Forest/Claireville 
Management Plan, dated May 5th, 2010 be received. 

Introduction: 

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) acquired the Claireville 
Conservation Area in 1957 for the purposes of controlling flooding in the Lower 
Humber River. Claireville, situated in the southeast corner of Brampton contains 
significant natural and cultural heritage features, as well as recreation, tourism, and 
education facilities and programs. It is considered to be one of the GTA's largest 
publicly owned natural greenspaces that benefits residents of Brampton, the Region 
of Peel and the GTA. 

Background: 
The first Claireville Conservation Area Management Plan prepared in 1997, focused 
on environmental restoration activities. Since that time, Claireville has been subject 
to increased development pressure including land use and commercial proposals, 
and associated servicing such as roads and stormwater management. In 2009, the 

TRCA initiated an update to the Claireville Conservation Area Management Plan 
(CCAMPU) to ensure that Claireville remains a significant public natural 
green space while responding to recent provincial, municipal and TRCA strategic 
plans and policy directions. 
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The draft CCAMPU was circulated to various stakeholders, including the City for 
comment. Recognizing that Brampton is a significant stakeholder in the strategic 
vision for Claireville, Mayor Fennell provided a Head of Council report in 
December 2009, directing city planning staff to work with the TRCA to ensure 
that: 

"the Claireville Conservation Area Management Plan Update reflects the 
significance of this unique natural oasis to the City of Brampton and that the 
Plan provides for its protection in perpetuity as a significant natural and 
cultural heritage, and open space resource of the City;" 

With Council direction, city staff began to work with the TRCA to develop a 
Strategic Vision for the Claireville Conservation Area; that expresses Brampton's 
environmental, social, recreational and cultural interests and commitment to this 
unique natural area. 

Current Situation: 

In Brampton's response to the CCAMPU, the long term vision for Claireville 
should include a "nature first" philosophy where conservation efforts are directed 
at protecting, and enhancing this unique green space in the urban environment. 
At the same time, it is necessary to provide public uses that are sensitive to 
ecological environment. As a stakeholder to this vision, Brampton anticipates 
several short and long term projects in Claireville, including: 

o	 North section of local-interregional trail to connect Brampton & 
Claireville to Toronto, 

o	 Expand City's Valley Re-Naturalization Program into Claireville. 
o	 Revitalize McVean Farm Site, Claireville Bowstring Arch Bridge & 

Blanding's House, 
o	 Integrate Community Garden Program into Claireville's urban 

agricultural program, 
o	 Expand Summer Day-Camp for youth in east Brampton, 
o	 Expand citywide environmental educational programs such as 

Outdoor Classroom. 

o Coordinate a Claireville Communications Plan with TRCA. 

To ensure that Claireville continues to leave a legacy of environmental 
stewardship for generations to come, Mayor Fennell delegated the TRCA Board 
on Friday April 30th, to designate Claireville as an "Urban Forest." The TRCA 
Board of Directors voted unanimously in favour of the motion presented by Mayor 
Fennell setting the strategic vision in motion by formalizing the "Nature First" 
philosophy and banning future development and land use activities that encroach 
on the natural areas of Claireville. The TRCA resolution is attached to this report 
as Appendix "A". 

It is prudent to recognize a significant Brampton community group that has 
provided invaluable advice on this file. The Friends of Claireville is a 
community group whose mandate is the restoration and protection of Brampton's 
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Claireville Conservation Area. For the past 10 years, the "Friends" have been 
successfully fighting development initiatives and have been active in promoting 
stewardship, education, community events, and countless tree plantings that 
introduce citizens to this natural oasis in the GTA. 

The Friends of Claireville have always promoted the "nature first" principal in all 
of their efforts and advocacy to ensure that Claireville will remain a naturalized 
forest and wilderness in Brampton for future generations. It is with pleasure that 
this report takes this opportunity to recognize them for the important work they do 
on behalf of this most important and significant piece of Brampton's natural 
heritage. 

Conclusion: 

The TRCA Board's endorsement of the Claireville Conservation Area as an 

"Urban Forest" defines a strategic vision for Claireville and enables the City of 
Brampton to move forward with the TRCA to implement ongoing plans for the 
protection of this significant green space. 

Proclaiming Claireville as an Urban Forest worthy of international renown, 
ensures that this precious part of our natural heritage will continue to thrive for 
future generations. 

Susan Fennell 

Mayor 
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Appendix "A" 

Moved by: Eve Adams 
Seconded by: John Sprovieri 

THAT Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) approve, in principle, 
the following motion, subject to staff reviewing and reporting back to the 
Authority on its implementation and how it will be incorporated into the 
management plan: 

THAT TRCA identify the Claireville Conservation Area as an Urban Forest; 

THAT TRCA support the integration of Claireville into the environmental, social 
and cultural fabric of the City of Brampton; 

THAT TRCA prepare a strategic vision, in partnership with the City of Brampton 
and other interested municipalities, to define a long term, environmental 
framework to guide the future planning of Claireville; 

THAT TRCA consult and engage municipal and community partners to protect 
and restore Claireville; 

THAT TRCA manage and program Claireville with a nature first philosophy 
to restore and enhance the environmental sustainability of the local and regional 
ecosystem; 

THAT TRCA ban future development and land use activities in Claireville 
Conservation Area that will affect the ecological health and diversity 
of Claireville's natural heritage system; 




